
A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 
Lake Chapter Meeting 

Date: Sept. 6th, 2008    Location: Pioneer Park in Annandale  Time: 4pm 
 

Officers Attending: 
President  Mike Berger  X   
Vice President  Charm Bolgrean X 
Chapter Rep  Dawn Riba  X 
Treasurer  Jim Kosse  X 
Secretary  Maureen O’Hern X 
Sergeants at Arms Karen May  X  Michael Shinn   
   Bill Jensen  X  Dick Van Horn   
 

Total number of members attending – 35 Total number of guests attending – 2 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – Karen at 4:08pm. 
Welcome of new members and/or guests – Welcome to Leah, Charlie, Jerry, Val & Deano.  
 

President’s remarks (Mike) – Thanks to everyone for coming out and thanks to Pioneer Park for having us here for the meet-
ing. Shad thanked the chapter for the donation and thanked everyone for their support and visiting him in the hospital. 
 

Vice President’s remarks (Charm) – Thanks to everyone who helped out at the rally. Thanks to Mike Berger for keeping our 
rally events on track and all our responsibilities were taken care of. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS: 
Secretary’s report (Maureen) –  
Motion to waive the reading of the minutes – Mary, 2nd by Keith K. Hands – Motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s report (Jim) – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motion to accept Treasurer’s reports – Stroke, 2nd by Michelle Hands – Motion passed. 

Started July with  $                2,312.34 

Income:   

 Membership - July  $                   168.00 

 Transfer from Buddy Bear Funds  $                   240.45 

 Total:  $                   408.45 

Expenses:   

 1st class postage for Road Noise July  $                        2.00 

 2nd class postage for Road Noise August  $                        2.00 

 Reimburse Mary Berger for flowers for Greg Nelson Funeral  $                      57.48 

 Medical expense help to Shad Skinner  $                   150.00 

 Buddy Bears  $                   240.45 

 ARM (50% deposit for Grounded Hogs band)  $                   700.00 

 Annual event Insurance  $                   100.00 

 Total:  $                1,251.93 

   

August Ending Balance  $                1,468.86 

   

Earmarks:   

 Grounded Hogs -$100.00 

 State Rally corn feed -$100.00 

 Tent Rental to Little John -$100.00 

   

Petty Cash   $                      50.00 

MRF Donation Fund  $                   467.23 

Chapter Gambling Fund  $                   183.80 

Food Shelf Funds  $                   161.22 

Toys for Tots Fund  $                      10.00 

Buddy Bear Fund  $                      34.55 

Grand Total   $                2,375.66 

   

   $                1,168.86 



Chapter Rep report (Dawn) – Write to Ride patches were handed out. Thanks to everyone who helped out at the rally. She has 
the July BOD meeting minutes available. She presented the “Give new members an ABATE patch” idea to the Board of Directors 
and they decided not to do this. Some individual chapters already give ABATE patches away to new members and we can talk 
about Lake Chapter doing this. Dawn will do the Dart Walk again at the 2009 ABATE U. Dawn reminded everyone that it is illegal 
to sell our Minnesota State raffle tickets outside of the state of Minnesota. Membership & Retention really struggled this year at 
Algona a few people do a lot of the work and they are getting frustrated with the lack of help, Algona is very important if you go 
next year please volunteer. Please make applications legible so the State Office can read them. We still have Dial-A-Ride boxes 
to be given out. There is a change to our insurance coverage we will now pay an annual flat fee that will cover all our events. We 
have to inform the State Office of each event for tracking purposes. Maureen O’Hern is the Marketing Director for ABATE of Min-
nesota. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Special Events (Rosa) – The Sept 20th Fall Run tickets are available, the pre-run is Sun, Sept. 14th leaving Woody’s at noon, 
Sgt @ Arms are required to attend. The Fall Run starts at Woody’s in Rockford and ends at the American Legion in Delano so 
we can attend the benefit for Dale L. at the Legion. There is a campout at Terry & Angie Vigil’s house. Fall ditch pickup is Oct 
18th, 10am to noon, meet at the Kwik Trip in St Bonifacius. Our Amateur Bartending Toys for Tots fundraiser is Oct 18th at Boot-
legger’s, noon to 6pm. We have 2 bands secured for the Grounded Hogs party, Dawn has advanced tickets available to be sign-
out and sell, sell, sell. 
 
Southwest District Director (Val) – Val spoke about the need for us to get along, work together and get out there and sign up 
new and expired members. The political “perfect storm” is coming and we need all the people we can get. If anyone has any 
ideas about how to get more people involved in ABATE or any ideas at all contact her or Mike Berger. Val reminded everyone to 
make new members feel welcome and to encourage them to get involved in the chapter so they will keep coming back. 
 
Membership & Retention (Person needed) – Mary stated that Jerry was signed up at the membership table set up at Crow 
River Harley Davidson’s open house and that it is important for us to keep doing events like this. 
 
Public Relations (Mitch) – Oct 18th is Amateur Bartending (Toys for Tots fundraiser) at Bootlegger’s noon to 6pm. Oct 5th is 
Bowling for Kids Sake at McPete’s in Big Lake from noon to 2pm. You can now set-up a fundraiser website and people can pay 
thru the website. Even if you don’t bowl come out and support the event. 
 
Training/Share the Road (Mary) – We did our ECR earlier this year and we can set up another one next year. Mary still needs 
to get together with Paul and talk about the Share the Road program. Please let Mary know about any Drivers Education classes 
going on. She would like to have 5-7 people trained in Share the Road. 
 
Motion to accept committee reports – Keith, 2nd by Stroke. Hands – Motion passed. 
 
OTHER REPORTS 
MRF (Todd) – Tri-County is going to hold a political forum on Oct 6th at 7pm at the Savage Legion. Let Todd know if you are 
interested in going. Todd encouraged everyone to get out and vote. Candidate surveys will be in the October Road Noise. Call 
your legislator to see where they stand on the issues. The 2008 Meeting of the Minds in Denver is coming up on Sept 26th – 
28th. The 2009 Meeting of the Minds will be held in Bloomington, MN. The St Croix Valley Riders and ABATE of MN is co-
hosting this event and ABATE needs to make a showing. Motion to round up our MRF fund balance ($467.23) to $500.00 and 
donate it to the MRF at the Meeting of the Minds in Denver – Mitch, 2nd by Mary. Hands – Motion passed. 
 
Govt. Relations/MMSAC (Mike) – Mike asked everyone “Why did you join ABATE?” Whatever the reason, a lot of people want 
to get rid of us and now is the time to stand up and fight. Mike asked everyone to bring at least one person to a meeting. Mitch – 
Eric Paulson is running for the District 3 seat, he is motorcycle friendly.  
 
Products (Rhiannon) – She reminded everyone that she would like ideas for products and to please buy products and support 
ABATE. Motion to appropriate $100.00 for products – Stroke, 2nd by Keith. Hands – Motion passed. 
 
Buddy Bears (Noma) – We have the bears and we need to distribute them. She will send out info on when and where they will 
be distributed. 
 
State Rally (Becky) – Becky absent. Dawn - The State Rally numbers aren’t in yet. Val – The South District meeting is in Slay-
ton at the Grain Exchange on Sept 20th and there is a State Rally meeting afterwards. 
 
Drawing of name (Mary) – Winner of the $5 off chapter products coupon is Sue O’Hern. 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
Tim Lyrek of the American Legion Riders thanked us for the $200 donation. The annual Spin One / Dan Smith run will be held on 
Sept 27th Leaving the Delano Legion at noon. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Carver Steamboat Days Parade/supporting John Kline on Sept 7th – Lake Chapter put out a challenge to Tri-County chapter 

to see who can get the most members to attend the parade. The losing chapter president will have to wear the winning chapter’s 
t-shirt to their next chapter meeting. 
2. Benefit for Shad Skinner – Noma still needs auction items. 

3. Formation of a committee for the Randy Deters Award – 2~3 volunteers needed to head this up. Bill, Cathy, Todd and Mike 

B. volunteered. 
4. Tent & camping for next year’s state rally – Little John is sick of the Army tent, it is free to good home. 

5. Begin the nomination process for the Steven J. Kreitlow Award – The award explanation was handed out and read by Mike 

B., the deadline for nominations are the end of October chapter meeting. The award will be presented at the December chapter 
meeting. Keith K will make the flag case. 
6. Passing of the hat for a donation to Pioneer Park $62 was raised and donated. 

7. Rhiannon wanted people to come to the Renaissance Festival and visit her on Sept 13th or 14th. 

8. Mike read a Thank You card from Wy (the owner of the Casino bar in Central City, South Dakota) 

9. Mike mentioned that ABATE member Michael Jensen passed away on August 4th. Mike will contact the family to see if they 

need anything. 
Mike mentioned a bike show at the Dakota Technical College on Sept 14th and a Basic Motorcycle Maintenance class being of-
fered at the Anoka Technical College on Sept 29th. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sept 7th – Steamboat Days parade, Carver, line-up begins at 11:30am 
Sept 20th – Fall Colors Run & Campout, leaving Woody’s in Rockford at noon. 
Sept 28th – Benefit for Shad Skinner at the Full Moon Saloon in Albertville 
Oct 4th – Chapter Meeting, Woody’s in Rockford, 4pm. 
Oct 5th – Bowling for Kids Sake, McPete’s in Big Lake, noon to 2pm. 
Oct 18th – Fall Ditch pick up, 10am to noon. 
Oct 18th – Amateur Bartending (Toys for Tots fundraiser) Bootleggers, noon to 6pm. 
Nov 8th – Chapter Meeting, Woody’s in Rockford, 4pm. 
Dec 6th – Chapter Meeting, Woody’s in Rockford, 4pm. 
 
Motion to adjourn – Stroke, 2nd by TC. Hands – Motion passed. 
Adjourned at 5:51pm. 
 
Minutes recorded and submitted by Maureen O’Hern, Lake Chapter Secretary 
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